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Rays Shed by Buddha and the Spider Web

A book illustration was made
under the influence by old Japanese Buddhist tradition of drawings

Kayoko Nagao

Abstract

The Spider-web, the 4th story of Paul Carus' Karma, is the work that Ryunosuke Akutagawa (¢
JIIBEZ 1) adapted for his Kumonoito (#1#£ ). The idea of "Salvation In The Hell" as
described in the 47" chapter of Zeng-Yi-A-Han-Jing (3§ —B&#%) is not implemented there, which
makes it most improbable that this famous children tale is based on the ancient Buddhist narrative
pattern.

Publishing Karma in Japan was accompanied by using crepe papers and adding numerous
iltustrations, couple of which, Carus used again in his another work. Those two illustrations made
by a Japanese painter Kason Suzuki ($57KZE4[) according to Carus' requests well reveal his
perception of Buddhism.

In relation to the Tokyo edition of Karma, I argue about illustrations derived from typical
Japanese Buddhist paintings and refer to recent research on crepe-paper books (% 1) ® AA). My
work on these points has brought us better understanding on Carus' inside.

On one hand Paul Carus expressed sympathy for Japanese culture, but at the same time he was
an unbiased observer. Although he was interested in Japanese Buddhism, it didn't change his point
of view that led him to create a unique book -- Karma.
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1Howo Kukuma, THE CarT or 1TeLL.  {After an old Japanese painting.)

HROI)LERG6 EERSIEb &b & Kama DL L TRESN TV 0DHBEBILTHY,
b L oA (18601919) 12X 5 b DTH B, 0 2 ADBEIZI8SEDFIIA Karma 121358
Y, BEICHBESNZE 2RI LOTEELTL, ZOMDWEZIDIZOWTIE, HOBETHHT 5,

EF 6 L ERT 7 RIE_THANE, BRIMEHLRNEE Karma D208 T Ly I Lizhd by
5, MEIFEHNOKBEITHEIEEL D 245, FENOXETH B EE 6 1TITER 7 LAMKIZ, ADE
HOBEOFTBEWET 5 [KHM] 25025, S IEHARBEOERECTHEY, L), 719
A BRI R KB S N EN S B ARORMAEE L TAEKNLBEEDKEL b L2, FETL DR
FREEICLAD, FOHENIIHBGOATES L2) (ZORIZIEFEPN TR WD, Karma 58 2 BRD
AR EF BT S # B W OBE L 2225 T ) T Al Tnd) LTTL oL
122 EDbh b, kB, BE A OHEHEOBEOPIZIED L OFERIC ihﬁnfw&w%@#hfﬂfw
W, ZHETATAMOT LI b Ly, b LIOMESZITE, 29 LAKBICZ LADL
WERROFTE I TIHBHOMIIH D RKELAVDDPETH L L) T bR o 0L TH b,

ﬁﬂSiﬁ/97#7v9®xvk~i%%w1wéﬂ?%éﬁ\Zﬂéﬁﬂ9@%%%&®@%T
HEIZLTWBZEDHLATH 5, [T&E%%J] WKBITE oML, BROI-LZDTELADE
ECTyFIIE) TENFBELNT Ll FIZIRLICEWELZH I LD TEBMEDEES L
) "&L’EF?K FDLDTH D, Karma DIXE TIHMLEGEDOBRB O E L CHIRIZW A S 5 5 A5 E%

HAREMIHD O LADHEDOHTE me/~b_uﬂﬁé%ﬁtbf%ﬁwmémwtmﬁ
%5oou®ﬁ\w$fzzmﬁéﬁﬁtf JNBEZADBEEDORRZD LD ZHBRLTLEI» 722
BT D L EEEY, ZOREORIIB W T, FIYRFEAISR DTS 2 & 845 b O IATHALE 1THE S
KEEETDH), HATH 5D, Karma DIFRTIEIND T v ¥OILFTH BHRIZ R > Tnb, FHED
SREHED B L OFREEETIE, BRICABORDPHEOFITIoN T, BRESFOL I HZIZE
572 EDLNT WD, Karma OFETIIEB B - 7B~ — Ny — ¥ BRICEEA TEITHE SV ¥

HAZENZZEEASZ O [HIEk 5% ( The Spider-web )] TH A 75, HAADKRIOEOHIZIE [FEIZWD <
FLRAZFTSRFEIN R SR DRDTEDL SNEA A=V | DBBEZHIZFEDPATTDTH 5,

9) [k | oM EMEVD, FIRIIATHS S,
10) FEDRBENTH -7 [hARE] FHAD BRI BT [ BB L7 2 oou T, M
(ER2000. £22003a) #&BE N,



LD & ik %

[247) THAESE] &Y Ry

!
P

ST

&

MEetru, THE Darx TRIBUNAL.
{Reproduced from a colored Japanese illustration in Karma )

[#88] The Devil & ) Bk D% [ao) [HAZE] &) BgEOE
i {\

Buppna Extenmine His HeLp To a Surrerek 1N HELL

The goodwill that a poor wretch had shown in his former lile to a spider,
his only gond deed, serves him in hell as a means of escape.  (Reproduced from a
colored Japanese illustration in Xarma.)
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