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Verification of the “scientification of practice” advocated
by Aiji Takeuchi:
A focus on case study of delinquent boy conducted
during World War II

Miki Imahori

Abstract

In 1938, Aiji Takeuchi published the first systematic work on casework in Japan. His
aim was to advocate the effectiveness of utilizing casework, which he had learned in the
United States (US), for social issues that were flaring up as Japan modernized. He also
advocated that the “scientification of practice” was necessary for social work practice.
However, the “scientification of practice” advocated by Takeuchi was understood by many
scholars to be in line with the “psychologist bias of casework” that was progressing in the
United States.

The principal aims of the present paper are to clarify what the “scientification of
practice” advocated by Takeuchi is and to elucidate the intent of said assertion. This also
leads to a re-examination of the historical significance of his assertion. As the
verification method, the author has focused on the case study of delinquent boy
published in 1942. When advocating the effectiveness and applicability of casework
theory, he focused mostly on case studies. This was because he believed that his intention

of “scientification of practice” was manifested therein.
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Keywords: Aiji Takeuchi, scientification of practice, during World War II, delinquent boy,
case study
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